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Chanda’s Wars
By Allan Stratton

To order, please contact your HarperCollins sales representative,  
call 1-800-C-HARPER, or fax your order to 1-800-822-4090.  

Prices and availability subject to change. 

This guide was prepared by Laura Williams McCaffrey, a library 
consultant and children’s book author, East Montpelier, VT.

For exclusive information on your favorite  
authors and artists, visit www.authortracker.com.
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New from Allan Stratton

Tr 978-0-06-087262-5 • $17.99
Lb 978-0-06-087264-9 • $18.89

★“Outstanding.” 
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“A moving portrayal of betrayal and love.”
—ALA Booklist

This suspenseful, breathtaking companion to the 
Michael L. Printz Honor Book Chanda’s Secrets follows 
intrepid teenage heroine Chanda as she fights to 
survive in the African bush and save her younger 
siblings from the nightmare of becoming child soldiers.
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About the Author

Allan Stratton is an award-winning and internationally 
published and produced playwright and novelist. His 
young adult books include the Michael L. Printz Honor 
Book Chanda’s Secrets, which has been published in 
more than a dozen countries, and the award-winning 
Leslie’s Journal. A world traveler and adventurer, Allan 
Stratton currently lives in Toronto, Canada. You can visit 
him online at www.allanstratton.com.
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7. Chanda discovers that Nelson hasn’t had much school 
learning but knows a lot about survival and tracking. How 
might Nelson’s skills help him in the future? In what ways 
could they help him if he lived in a big city? In places  
like the United States, what kinds of crucial skills aren’t 
taught in schools? Why?

8. Cell phones and radios are important to the characters 
in Chanda’s Wars. Why do you think these kinds of  
technology are important to them? What kinds of  
technology are important to you? How do the ways they 
use technology compare with the ways you use it? 

9. What practical and psychological reasons might 
General Mandiki have for kidnapping children and making 
them into soldiers? What might countries, cities, towns, 
and families do to protect children from such acts of 
violence?

10. What minimum age requirement do you think 
governments should set for soldier training? Should this 
requirement differ from country to country, or should all 
countries have the same rule? Should governments be 
able to force people who have reached the minimum age 
requirement to become soldiers if they don’t wish to? 

11. In Chapter 25, Chanda tells Nelson, “Dreaming a lie 
makes the truth hurt more.” What does she mean by this 
statement? Is it always better to know the truth? Why, or 
why not?

12. Find several examples in the story where Chanda 
demonstrates her love for her sister and brother. How does 
Chanda act like an older sister to Iris and Soly? How does 
she act like a mother?

13. At what moment in the story does Chanda  
demonstrate the most courage? Explain.

14. Allan Stratton, the author of Chanda’s Wars, is 
North American. After reading his “Author’s Note and 
Thanks,” discuss what kind of preparation you think he 
had to do before writing a novel set in Africa. Why do 
you think he chose to create these characters, settings, 
and stories? Why do you think he set Chanda’s Wars  
in a fictional country? www.harperteen.com

About the Book

Set in sub-Saharan Africa, Chanda’s Wars is a gripping 
tale of family intrigue, love and courage, forgiveness and 
hope. To heal rifts with her extended family, Chanda 
travels to her grandparents’ rural home with her younger 
brother and sister. Just as Chanda is struggling to  
balance her family’s traditions and expectations with her 
own dreams for her future, a ruthless warlord and his 
invading army threaten to take that future away. Her 
siblings kidnapped, and only a matter of time before they 
are full-fledged child soldiers, Chanda must rely on her 
wits, determination, and courage to protect those whom 
she loves.

Discussion Prompts

1. The book’s title suggests that Chanda fights multiple 
wars. Discuss at least three struggles that Chanda is 
faced with during the course of the story.

2. Why do many people in Chanda’s Wars refuse to  
mention or discuss HIV/AIDS? How does their silence 
affect HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention? Should 
people avoid discussing some diseases, especially in 
public? Why, or why not?

3. How is Chanda’s town similar to yours? How is it  
different? Why do you think the differences exist?

4. Why does Chanda care so much about dreams?  
What does she think dreams tell her about life? What 
do you think Mr. Selalame means when we tells  
Chanda, “Dreams don’t predict the future. They’re 
about the present” (Chapter 3)?

5. How do Chanda’s family members hurt each other? 
Are their reasons for causing pain justified? Why, or  
why not?

6. Why do Chanda’s family members want her to 
marry? What do you think are good reasons to marry 
someone? How do you think your reasons might  
contribute to a marriage’s success?

Extension Activities

1. Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter assigned 
to write about child soldiers in Africa. Research child 
soldiers’ capture and training, as well as other aspects of 
their lives. Also research organizations, both African and 
international, that are working to protect, rescue, and 
rehabilitate these children. Using the findings of your 
research, write your article.

2. Chanda demonstrates tremendous bravery in  
Chanda’s Wars. Select the scene or series of scenes in 
which you think she acts most courageously. Write a 
skit for this scene or series of scenes. Choose some  
actors and have your troupe perform the skit for friends 
or classmates.

3. In Chapter 9, Chanda tells her sister and brother stories 
that are sometimes called pourquoi tales. Pourquoi tales 
explain why something is the way it is; for example, 
why the baobab tree’s branches look like roots. Choose 
something unexplained—like the color of certain stones, 
the shape of a tree or bird, sounds coming from the sky 
during a storm, or something else you notice in nature—
and create a pourquoi tale for it. Share your tale with 
classmates.

4. Chanda’s home and way of life are very different from 
what most teenagers experience in the United States.  
Pretend that Chanda is your pen pal. Write her a letter or 
email describing what your life is like and how it differs  
from hers.


